[Evaluation of vertebral fractures with dual energy absorptiometry: is it an alternative to conventional radiography?].
A new technique based on bone densitometry is proposed, as a potential alternative to X rays evaluation of vertebral deformities. Compared to conventional X ray, this technique offers a good specificity ranging from 95 to 99%. The variable sensitivity reported (from 0.53 to 0.92%), due to poor detection of higher thoracic vertebrae, hampers the diagnostic value of the technique. Nevertheless, its good negative predictive value may allow its use as a screening tool in a high risk population. Main progress should be performed on the image definition in order to increase the diagnostic sensitivity of the technique.